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1 FOREWORD 

 

The assessment report has two parts. First part is a document providing essential knowledge of 

a specific AIL pilot area and second part is a record of reflection on the assessment method 

performance in the AIL pilot site. With the ‘learn-by-doing’ approach on four different pilot area, 

research project partners identify and gradually specify key elements of individual assessments 

that work for the AILs. 

 

Assessment reports are part of the activity WP T2: Co-assessment of AILs actual conditions and 

in a set of five thematic assessment reports, five different deliverables for each pilot area: 

• D.T2.2.2 – Existing policies on local/regional level assessment reports 

• D.T2.2.3 – Spatial and landscape assessment reports 

• D.T2.2.4 – Socio-demographic assessment reports 

• D.T2.2.5 – Economic context assessment reports 

• D.T2.2.6 – Environmental context assessment reports 

 

Together with mini reports - D.T2.2.1, the assessment reports form an input for the workshops in 

the WP T3 (figure 1).   

 

The template of the assessment report is structured to facilitate two main parts of the Co-

assessment of AILs: 

Part 1 – Assessment of AILs which constitutes main findings of the AILs actual conditions, results 

of the assessments, conclusions and recommendations. Its purpose is to be used for the 

activities in the WP T3 (the dossier) - workshops with relevant stakeholders. 

Part 2 – Performance of the Assessment that investigates how the Assessment and its parts 

performed on the given AIL site. It is conducted through a reflection questionnaire for the 

research partner and regional partner of that AIL. Its purpose is to evaluate the analyses used in 

the assessment process and to monitor variability of the assessments throughout the AIL pilot 

sites. 
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Figure 1: Scheme of the WPT2 Assessment Framework with the general structure of the assessment reports, 

their input source (WP T1 and site visits) and output purpose (workshops). 
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2 PART 1: RESULTS OF THE AIL ASSESSMENT 

2.1 INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 

The economic assessment focuses on the analysis of the current wellbeing of residents in 

L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame. We adopt the OECD framework assuming that 

current local economic wellbeing is the average of different dimensions, i.e. material condition 

(income and wealth, jobs and housing) and education. Moreover, we enrich the analysis by 

including: i) a description of residents’ perceptions about the economic impact of AIL 

transformations, ii) a survey and a visual choice experiment to investigate people preferences 

for the site transformation and iii) an overview of the economic business sector of the sites. 

The measurement of each dimension is based on a defined set of indicators collected from 

different sources: INSEE - Recensement de la Population and Répertoire des entreprise et des 

établissements; Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics; Immobilier Statistiques and the 

UNIVR questionnaire survey. For some indicators, for which data are available, we make 

comparisons across years and within countries, at local level (CC Pays d’Ecrins), department level 

(Hautes-Alpes), regional level (Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur) and national level (France).  

Main results on the material conditions analysis indicate that the distribution of taxpayers by 

income classes is quite in line with the department, regional and national distributions, with one 

fifth of taxpayers located in the bottom class, i.e. with an income level below 10000 euros. In 

terms of yearly household net income, survey data show that L’Argentière-La Bessée has a more 

polarized distribution than La Roche de Rame and the other municipalities of the CC Pays 

d’Ecrins, as the share of respondent with intermediate level of income (i.e. 12,000-36,000 euros) 

is lower in L’Argentière-La Bessée than in the neighboring municipalities. Furthermore, both in 

L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame, more than half of respondents declare to make 

ends meet with different levels of difficulties, however the incidence of those reporting great 

difficulties is larger in L’Argentière-La Bessée (14.2 per cent) than in La Roche de Rame  (3.5 per 

cent). 

As regard to the labor market, the employment rate recorded in L’Argentière-La Bessée and La 

Roche de Rame is above the national, regional and department level. In both sites the increase in 

the employment rate between 2011-2016 seems to be related to the increase in the female 

employment rate. Lastly, both municipalities experience a sharp increase in the young 

unemployment rate. 

 

The houses stock of L’Argentière-La Bessée is quite dated with more than half dwellings (51.9 per 

cent) built before 1970. In La Roche de Rame, instead, the houses stock is made up of rather 

recent dwellings with 13.2 per cent built between 2006-2013.  

The survey data collected on the housing tenure status reveal that most respondents live in an 

owned house, however the incidence of owner-occupied houses seems lower than in the 

neighboring municipalities.  
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As regard to education, both in L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame the incidence of 

high educated adults is almost in line with the national levels, even if it appears lower than the 

neighboring municipalities. Furthermore, while in La Roche de Rame the share of low-educated 

adult is below the national, regional and department level, in L’Argentière-La Bessée this 

indicator is quite high. As to the gender dimension, women seem to be more educated than 

men in both municipalities. This result appears in line with the trend observed at different 

territorial levels.  

 

The analysis of the business context indicates that in both municipalities the sector with the 

highest incidence is the service one, however in La Roche de Rame there is a high share of 

businesses working in the industry sector, that appears consistent with the high employment 

rate in the secondary sector experienced in this municipality. The new businesses created in 

2018 replicate the same allocation of the existing businesses stock, with more than half new 

businesses operating in the service sector. 

 

The analysis of attitudes towards the site indicates that more than half of respondents declare to 

know nothing about the past and current events related to the site ex Péchiney/AFP. The 

previous site transformation seems to have no impact on economic conditions of most of 

respondents, however some negative economic effects seem to be still present within some 

respondents living in La Roche de Rame.  

The majority of respondents seem to be optimistic about the re-launch of the pilot site, that is 

considered a way to keep alive local community, positive for the local economy and an 

important opportunity for the young of the local community.   

The most preferred transformation by residents in L’Argentière-La Bessée (41.4% of respondents 

participating to the visual-choice experiment and 61.4% of survey questionnaire respondents) is 

an intermediate scenario where the existing activities coexist with new activities and the site 

structure is still visible in a more harmonic way with the surrounding landscape. 

For most of respondents in L’Argentière-La Bessée and other neighboring municipalities the 

benefits associated with the site transformation will be distributed within the entire community, 

while respondents living in La Roche de Rame are more skeptical about this possibility. 

Lastly, the site transformation should be oriented toward the environment protection for 

respondents in L’Argentière-La Bessée, while for respondents in La Roche de Rame and other 

neighboring municipalities the aim of the site transformation should be the creation of new job 

opportunities. 
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2.2 RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT – POTENTIALS AND PROBLEMS 

 

MEASURING WELLBEING OF L’ARGENTIÈRE-LA BESSÉE AND LA ROCHE DE RAME  

Measuring the current material conditions of L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame 

represents a key factor to assess the economic characteristics of residents, to evaluate their 

main problems and to identify their strengths that can support the possible 

transformation/requalification of the ex Péchiney/AFP site. For each dimension, some 

descriptive statistics are presented in the following paragraph.  

“Income and wealth”. 

As regard to income dimension in L’Argentière-La Bessée, data on tax returns indicate an 

increasing trend in the average taxable income over the period 2010-2017, as the shares of 

taxpayers with taxable yearly income larger than 15,000 euros increase, while the shares of 

taxpayers with income lower than this threshold decline over the considered period (see tab. 1). 

Interestingly, the share of taxpayers within the highest income class (income larger than 50,000 

euros), that represent 7.0 per cent of taxpayers in 2017, showed a monotonic increasing pattern 

over the period 2010-2017. By focusing on the bottom of the distribution, more than one fourth 

(27.7 per cent) of taxpayers have a taxable yearly income lower than 12,000 euros. This share is 

lower than seven years before, however it is in line with the level experienced in the department 

of Hautes-Alpes and lower than the national and regional shares (see tab. 2). Lastly, despite the 

increase in the share of taxpayers within the medium-high income brackets, the range of 

taxable income with the highest frequency is 0-10,000 euros (20.4 per cent). However, this result 

appears consistent with the department, regional and national reality.  

Figure 1 illustrates the trends of the average taxable income (from labor income) in the period 

2010-2017 for municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins, while Figure 2 compares the trends in 

L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame with the national, regional and department 

patterns. Within the municipalities CC Pays d’Ecrins, both L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche 

de Rame show two of the highest level of taxable labor income in 2017 (around 23,000 euros). 

In both municipalities there has been an increasing trend in the taxable income due to the 

increasing number of taxpayers. Furthermore, the levels of average taxable labor income 

experienced both in L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame appear in line with the level 

reported at the department level, while they are far below the national and regional standards 

(see fig. 2). 

As to the average gross pension income, the level experienced in L’Argentière-La Bessée is the 

lowest one within the municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins. While La Roche de Rame shows a 

level in line with the performance of the other neighboring municipalities, but quite above the 

national, regional and department standards (see fig. 3 and fig. 4). 

The incidence of people receiving income from retirement in L’Argentiére-La Bessée in 2017 is 

39.6 per cent, which seems in line with the average level of the municipalities of the CC Pays 
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d’Ecrins. This share has been almost constant over the period 2010-2017, but it is above the 

national and regional standards. In La Roche de Rame, instead, the incidence of retired declined 

since 2014 and it is lower than in L’Argentière-La Bessée and in line with the national level (see 

fig. 5 and fig. 6). 

Lastly, according to survey data almost half of respondents (49.0 per cent) living in L’Argentière-

La Bessée report a yearly household income ranging from 12,000 up to 36,000 euros, while the 

share of households with yearly household income lower than 12,000 euros, that may be 

considered poor or at risk of poverty, is 15.6 per cent which appears quite larger than the share 

withing residents in other municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins (see tab. 3). The share of 

household with yearly income above 60,000 euros is larger in L’Argentière-La Bessée than in the 

other municipalities, therefore the distribution of household income is more polarized in 

L’Argentière than in the other municipalities, including La Roche de Rame, where almost 40 per 

cent of respondent report a household yearly income ranging from 12,000 to 24,000 euros.  

Table 4 reports the ability of survey’s respondents to make ends meet. At least half of 

respondents, in all the municipalities, declare to have no or few difficulties. However, 

L’Argentière-La Bessée shows a high share of respondents stating to face great difficulties (14.2 

per cent), that is quite above the level experienced in the neighboring municipalities.  
 

Tab.1 Share of taxpayers (Impôt sur le revenu) by gross income classes, L'Argentière-la Bessée 

(2010-2017). 

Source: authors elaborations from Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics data.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Range 
Share 

2010 

Share 

2011 

Share 

2012 

Share 

2013 

Share 

2014 

Share 

2015 

Share 

2016 

Share 

2017 

Over 50,000 € 4.8 5.7 6.2 6.0 6.6 6.9 6.9 7.0 

from 30,001 to 50,000 €  15.0 15.3 16.3 16.5 16.5 16.3 17.2 16.8 

from 20,001 to 30,000 €  17.8 19.2 17.9 19.6 20.5 20.7 19.4 20.0 

from 15,001 to 20,000 € 17.5 18.0 17.4 19.3 16.8 17.7 17.9 17.9 

from 12,001 to 15,000 € 12.0 11.7 11.7 11.1 12.0 11.9 12.4 10.5 

from 10,001 to 12,000 € 8.6 7.3 7.4 6.6 7.3 6.5 6.6 7.3 

from 0 to 10,000 € 24.3 22.9 23.2 20.8 20.3 20.1 19.6 20.4 

Total 100.0 100 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 100 100 
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Tab.2 Share of taxpayers (Impôt sur le revenu) by gross income classes at department, regional 

and national level (tax year 2017).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: authors elaborations from Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics data. 

 

 

Fig.1 Average gross income (Impôt sur le revenu) since 2010 – Municipalities Pays d’Ecrins. 

 
Source: authors elaborations from Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics data. 
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25000

27000

29000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Average gross income,

Pays d'Ecrins

L'Argentière-la-

Bessée
La Roche-de-

Rame
Champcella

Freissinières

Vallouise-Pelvoux

Puy-Saint-Vincent

Les Vigneaux

Saint-Martin-de-

Queyrières

Range 
Department: 

Hautes-Alpes 

Region: 

Provence-Alpes-

Cote d’Azur 

France 

Over 100,000 € 1.1 2.0 2.0 

from 50,000 to 100,000 € 7.2 9.0 9.0 

from 30,001 to 50,000 €  17.8 16.9 18.0 

from 20,001 to 30,000 €  18.3 17.8 18.0 

from 15,001 to 20,000 € 17.5 15.5 16.0 

from 12,001 to 15,000 € 10.5 9.0 9.0 

from 10,001 to 12,000 € 6.5 5.7 6.0 

from 0 to 10,000 € 21.1 24.0 23.0 

Total 100 100 100 
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Fig.2 Average gross income (Impôt sur le revenu) since 2010. 

 
Source: authors elaborations from Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics data. 

 

 

 

Fig.3 Average gross income from pension since 2010 – Municipalities Pays d’Ecrins. 

 
Source: authors elaborations from Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics data. 
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Fig.4 Average gross income from pension since 2010. 

 
Source: authors elaborations from Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics data. 

 

 

Fig.5 Share of persons receiving a pension since 2010 – Municipalities Pays d’Ecrins. 

 
Source: authors elaborations from Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics data. 
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Fig.6 Share of persons receiving a pension since 2010. 

 
Source: authors elaborations from Ministère de l’Action et des Comptes Publics data. 

 

 

Tab.3 Share of survey respondents by class of total yearly disposable household net income 

(survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 
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Range L'Argentière-la Bessée La Roche de Rame 
Other municipalities CC 

Pays d’Ecrins 

Over 60,000 € 8.6 0 5.8  

from 36,000 to 60,000 € 26.8 9.5  21.9  

from 24,000 to 36,000 €   29.8 33.0  30.2  

from 12,000 to 24,000 € 19.2 39.2  40.0  

Less than 12,000 € 15.6 18.3  2.1 

Total 100 100 100 
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Tab.4 Share of households making ends meet with difficulty or great difficulty (survey year 

2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.5 “Income and Wealth”: economic assessment L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame 

Legend  

 Critical performance respect to: (*) national level (secondary data); (**) neighbouring municipalities (survey data).  

 Standard performance: in line with (*) national level (secondary data); (**) neighbouring municipalities (survey data). 

 Good performance (*) national level (secondary data); (**) neighbouring municipalities (survey data). 

 

“Jobs” 

The analysis of job dimension is based on census data 2016 (see tab. 6), showing that the 

employment rate both in L’Argentière-La Bessée (70.1 per cent) and La Roche de Rame (71.2 per 

cent) is above the national (63.4 per cent), regional (61.2 per cent) and department level (67.4 

per cent). This result seems to be a typical feature of the mountain municipalities, as confirmed 

by the employment rate experienced by the CC Pays d’Ecrins (71.6 per cent). The employment 

rate of men shows the same scenario, with both municipalities performing above the national, 

regional and department standards. While in terms of female employment rate the performance 

experienced in L’Argentière-La Bessée (65.1 per cent) is quite below the level reported both in 

Range 
L'Argentière-la 

Bessée 
La Roche de Rame 

Other municipalities 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

with great difficulties 14.2 3.5 8.4 

with some difficulties   18.6 36.9 35.8 

with few difficulties   31.8 33.7 25.2 

Without 18.3 23.0 25.7 

Missing 17.1 2.9 4.9 

Total 100 100 100 

Dimension: Material Conditions – Income and Wealth 

Indicators 
L'Argentière-la Bessée La Roche de Rame 

Current status Trend  Current status trend 

Total yearly gross income by range (*)  + na na 

Average gross income (labor income) (*)  +  + 

Average gross income pensioners (*)  +  + 

Incidence of pensioners (*)  =  - 

Total net disposable household income 

by range (**) 
 na  na 

Share of households making ends meet 

with difficulty or great difficulty (**) 
 na  na 
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La Roche de Rame (71.0 per cent) and in the neighboring municipalities (68.6 per cent). As to 

young employment rate (people 15-24 years), L’Argentière-La Bessée shows the highest rate 

(45.0 per cent) compared with those experienced by neighboring municipalities and other 

territorial levels. By comparing the level reported in 2016 with those experienced five years 

before (see terms in brackets tab. 6), it is interesting to note a positive trend in the employment 

rate both in L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame. This trend seems to be associated 

with the increase in the male and female (see La Roche de Rame) employment rates, that more 

than compensate for the reduction in the young employment rate.  

The sector with the highest share of worker in L’Argentière-La Bessée is the public sector (39.8 

per cent). The incidence of this sector (that is above the national, regional and department level) 

increased over the period 2011-2016, by absorbing the reduction in the primary sector and in 

the commercial sector. In La Roche de Rame the highest share of worker (53.8 per cent) is 

employed in the secondary sector (industry and building). In both municipalities the incidence 

of the commercial sector decreased between 2011-2016 and the current levels are below the 

standards experienced by neighboring municipalities and other territorial levels. According to 

these results, it seems that the two municipalities have a well-defined productive soul: an 

industry based economy in La Roche de Rame and an economy oriented toward the tertiary 

sector (public sector) in L’Argentière-La Bessée.  

In terms of labor supply, that is usually measured by the activity rate, the performance of 

L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame is above the national, regional and department 

level and in line with the standards of the CC Pays d’Ecrins.  

Lastly, to have a complete overview of the job dimension, we investigate a further indicator that 

captures labor market’s health status, i.e. unemployment rate. To this regard, both L’Argentière-

La Bessée (8.8 per cent) and La Roche de Rame (8.7 per cent) show levels above the 

neighboring municipalities (7.9 per cent), but below the national, regional and department level. 

Both municipalities experienced an increasing trend in the incidence of unemployment since 

2011. This patter, that is common to other territorial levels, seems to be associated with the 

increase in the young unemployment rate (in particular female) and in the unemployment rate 

of adult male (female) in La Roche de Rame (L’Argentière-La Bessée). 
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 Tab. 6 Labor market indicators, census year 2016 and 2011 (in brackets). 

Source: INSEE, Recensement de la Population (RP), exploitation principale - 2016. 

 

 

 

 

Indicator 
L’Argentière-la 

Bessée 

La Roche de 

Rame 

CC Pays des 

Ecrins 

Hautes- 

Alpes  

PACA 

(region) 
France 

Employment rate men 
75.1  

(74.0) 

71.5 

(70.5) 

74.6 

(75.3) 

69.5 

(70.2) 

64.7 

(65.2) 

66.4 

(66.9) 

Employment rate women 
65.1 

(62.1) 

71.0 

(60.8) 

68.6 

(66.5) 

65.2 

(63.9) 

57.9 

(56.6) 

60.5 

(59.6) 

Employment rate total   
70.1 

(68.2) 

71.2 

(65.6) 

71.6 

(71.0) 

67.4 

(67.1) 

61.2 

(60.8) 

63.4 

(63.2) 

Employment rate men 15-24 years 
57.0 

(59.8) 

41.7 

(41.9) 

45.3 

(52.3) 

38.1 

(42.0) 

29.2 

(32.9) 

31.0 

(34.5) 

Employment rate women 15-24 

years 

32.6 

(32.1) 

17.4 

(39.5) 

30.8 

(35.9) 

31.8 

(34.4) 

24.8 

(26.9) 

26.5 

(28.8) 

Employment rate total 15-24 years 
45.0 

(48.0) 

33.8 

(40.5) 

38.5 

(44.5) 

35.1 

(38.4) 

27.1 

(29.9) 

28.8 

(31.7) 

Share of part-time workers 
21.4 

(19.9) 

25.1 

(17.9) 

23.2 

(21.6) 

22.4 

(22.0) 

17.6 

(17.9) 

17.3 

(17.3) 

Share of employed in Sector I 
0.9 

(3.1) 

0.0 

(4.0) 

1.7 

(3.0) 

3.8 

(4.6) 

1.8 

(1.8) 

2.7 

(2.9) 

Share of employees in Sector II 
28.5 

(28.4) 

53.8 

(44.0) 

24.9 

(23.6) 

13.3 

(14.3) 

15.4 

(16.3) 

18.7 

(20.0) 

Share of employees in Sector III 

(public sector) 

39.8 

(35.7) 

26.9 

(28.0) 

31.4 

(32.4) 

39.1 

(37.4) 

34.9 

(34.0) 

32.3 

(31.2) 

Share of employees in Sector III 

(commerce)  

30.8 

(32.8) 

19.2 

(24.0) 

41.9 

(41.0) 

43.7 

(43.7) 

47.9 

(47.9) 

46.4 

(45.9) 

Activity rate men 
81.2 

(79.8) 

79.7 

(76.8) 

80.7 

(80.2) 

77.6 

(76.4) 

75.5 

(74.8) 

76.8 

(76.1) 

Activity rate women 
72.5 

(66.8) 

76.2 

(66.5) 

74.8 

(70.8) 

73.6 

(71.1) 

68.8 

(66.5) 

71.0 

(69.0) 

Activity rate 
76.9 

(73.4) 

78.0 

(71.6) 

77.8 

(75.6) 

75.6 

(73.7) 

72.1 

(70.5) 

73.8 

(72.5) 

Unemployment rate total 
8.8 

(7.2) 

8.7 

(8.4) 

7.9 

(6.1) 

10.9 

(9.0) 

15.0 

(13.8) 

14.1 

(12.8) 

Unemployment rate men 
7.5 

(7.3) 

10.3 

(8.2) 

7.6 

(6.1) 

10.4 

(8.1) 

14.3 

(12.8) 

13.5 

(12.1) 

Unemployment rate women 
10.2 

(7.0) 

6.9 

(8.6) 

8.4 

(6.1) 

11.4 

(10.0) 

15.9 

(14.9) 

14.7 

(13.6) 

Unemployment rate young men 

(15-24) 

9.7 

(4.4) 

28.6 

(23.5) 

13.3 

(10.7) 

22.2 

(17.7) 

31.3 

(28.4) 

29.1 

(26.8) 

Unemployment rate young women 

(15-24) 

28.1 

(12.5) 

42.9 

(10.5) 

23.1 

(11.7) 

24.2 

(21.0) 

31.4 

(30.5) 

29.6 

(28.5) 
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Tab.7 “Jobs”: economic assessment L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame 

Legend  

 Critical performance respect to national level and neighbouring municipalities.  

 Standard performance in line with national level and quite below neighbouring municipalities. 

 Good performance respect to national level and in line with neighbouring municipalities. 

 

 

“Housing”. 

The houses stock of L’Argentière-La Bessée is made up more than half dwellings (51.9 per cent) 

built before 1970 (see fig. 7). This makes the housing stock of L’Argentière-La Bessée quite 

dated compared with La Roche de Rame and other municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins. The 

share of young houses built between 2006-2013 is lower (6.3 per cent) than the share 

experienced in the neighboring municipalities and at national, regional and department level 

(see tab. 8). However, this fact could be related with the incidence of no-occupied houses (12.5) 

which is larger than in the other municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins (6.2). In La Roche de 

Rame, instead, if the recent building expansion, measured by the high share of new houses 

recently built (13.2 per cent), contributed on the one hand to renew the housing stock, on the 

other one hand seems to be a possible explanation for the high incidence of no occupied 

houses (14.9 per cent).  

Dimension: Material Conditions – Income and Wealth 

Indicators 
L'Argentière-la Bessée La Roche de Rame 

Current status Trend  Current status trend 

Employment rate total  +  + 

Employment rate male  +  + 

Employment rate female  +  + 

Employment rate young (15-24)  -  - 

Employment rate young male (15-24)  -  - 

Employment rate young female (15-24)  +  - 

Activity rate total  +  + 

Activity rate male  +  + 

Activity rate female  +  + 

Unemployment total  +  + 

Unemployment male  +  + 

Unemployment female  +  - 

Unemployment young male (15-24)  +  + 

Unemployment young female (15-24)  +  + 
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Both in L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame, the quality of the housing stock, 

expressed in terms of living spaces (i.e. the average number of rooms), is in line with the level of 

neighboring municipalities and above the national, regional and department standards.  

The survey data collected on the housing tenure status reveal that most respondents both in 

L’Argentière-La Bessée (59.7 per cent) and La Roche de Rame (51.8 per cent) live in an owned 

house (tab. 9). Lastly, in L’Argentière-La Bessée the average sale prices of houses over the 

period October 2018-June 2019, range between 1,250 and 1,950 €/ m2, quite below the prices 

reported in the other neighboring municipalities (see tab 10).  

Tab. 8 Housing indicators, census year 2016. 

Source: INSEE, Recensement de la Population (RP), exploitation principale - 2016. 

Fig. 7 Share of dwellings (main residence) by building phase (built before 2014) 

 

Source: INSEE, Recensement de la Population (RP), exploitation principale - 2016. 
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Indicator 
L’Argentière-

la Bessée 

La 

Roche 

de 

Rame 

CC 

Pays 

des 

Ecrins 

Hautes-

Alpes 

(dep) 

PACA 

(region) 
France 

Average number of rooms (main 

house) 
4.2 4.3 4.2 4.0 3.5 4 

Share of owner-occupied houses 58.1 67.5 67.0 59.6 54.5 57.6 

Share of no-occupied houses 12.5 14.9 6.2 6.3 7.6 8.1 

Share of houses built before 1970 51.9 39.1 42.8 39.0 44.6 44.6 

Share of houses built between 

2006-2013  
6.3 13.2 9.5 11.1 8.8 10.0 
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Tab.9 Housing tenure status (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.10 Dwellings (maison, appartements) sale price distribution, average October 2018 – June 2019. 

Source: Immobilier Statistiques. 

 

Tab.11 “Housing”: economic assessment L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame 

Legend  

 Critical performance respect to national level and neighbouring municipalities.   

 Standard performance in line with national level and quite below neighbouring municipalities.  

 Good performance respect to national level and in line with neighbouring municipalities.  

 

 

Range 
L'Argentière-la 

Bessée 
La Roche de 

Rame 

Other 

municipalities 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Owner  59.7 51.8 84.7 

Rental 33.5 35.3 13.4 

Usufruct and other   6.8 12.9 1.9 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Indicator 
L’Argentière-

la Bessée 

CC Pays des 

Ecrins 

Hautes-

Alpes 

(dep) 

PACA 

(region) 

Sale price m2 (3rd quartile, 75th 

percentile) 
1,950 €/m2 2,280 €/m2 2,740 €/m2 4,040 €/m2 

Sale price m2 (2rd quartile, median) 1,590 €/m2 1,800 €/m2 2,150 €/m2 3,030 €/m2 

Sale price m2 (1rd quartile, 25th 

percentile) 
1,250 €/m2 1,550 €/m2 15,70 €/m2 2,210 €/m2 

Dimension: Material Conditions – Income and Wealth 

Indicators 
L’Argentière-La Bessée La Roche de Rame 

Current status Trend  Current status trend 

Average number of rooms (main 

house)  
 +  + 

Share of owner-occupied houses  +  + 

Share of no-occupied houses  =  + 

Share of houses built before 1970   na  na 

Share of houses built between 

2006-2013 
 na  na 

House sale price  na na na 



 

Page | 19  

“Education”. 

As regards the quality of human capital we consider: i) the level of education and ii) the share of 

high-educated adults (with at least upper secondary school) by gender. The performance of 

both L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame in terms of share of high-educated adults is 

below the national, regional and department standard. Moreover, the shares of the two 

municipalities are lower than the average level experienced within the CC Pays d’Ecrins. At same 

time, L’Argentière-La Bessée (La Roche de Rame) shows the largest (one of the lowest) share of 

adults with a low level of education (BEPC or less). As to gender differential, in both 

municipalities the share of high-educated women is larger than the corresponding share of 

men. This result seems consistent with the national, regional, department and local standards. 

However, while the share of high educated women in both municipalities is above the national 

and regional levels, the share of high educated men is lower than national, regional, department 

and local standards.  

By comparing census data in 2016 with the data of the previous census (2011) it is interesting to 

note an improvement of the quality of human capital of both L’Argentière-La Bessée and La 

Roche de Rame (see Figs. 8-10). There is, indeed, an increase (decrease) in the share of high-

educated (low-educated) adults in both municipalities. However, this trend appears in line with 

the general pattern experienced at national, regional, department and local level. 

Tab.12 Education indicators, census year 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Insee, Recensement de la population (RP), exploitation principale - 2016. 

 

 

 

Indicator 
L’Argentière-

la Bessée 

La 

Roche 

de 

Rame 

CC 

Pays 

des 

Ecrins 

Hautes-

Alpes 

(dep) 

PACA 

(region) 
France 

Share of adults with at 

least upper secondary 

school (BAC or more) 

44.2 44.4 50.0 48.0 47.2 45.9 

Share of adults with lower 

secondary school or less 

(BEPC or less) 

30.4 25.9 25.2 26.2 29.8 29.5 

Share of adults female with 

at least upper secondary 

school (BAC or more)   

49.0 50.6 54.7 51.4 48.7 47.0 

Share of adults male with 

at least upper secondary 

school (BAC) or more 

39.1 37.9 45.2 44.4 45.6 44.7 
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Fig. 8A Share by education level, entire population (census year 2016) 

 

Source: Insee, Recensement de la population (RP), exploitation principale - 2016. 

 

 

Fig. 8B Share by education level, entire population (census year 2011) 

 

Source: Insee, Recensement de la population (RP), exploitation principale - 2011. 
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Fig.9A Share of male by education level, (census year 2016) 

 

Source: Insee, Recensement de la population (RP), exploitation principale - 2016. 

 

 

Fig.9B Share of male by education levels, (census year 2011) 

 

Source: Insee, Recensement de la population (RP), exploitation principale - 2011. 
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Fig.10A Share of female by education levels, (census year 2016) 

 

Source: Insee, Recensement de la population (RP), exploitation principale - 2016. 

 

 

Fig.10B Share of female by education levels, (census year 2011) 

 

Source: Insee, Recensement de la population (RP), exploitation principale - 2011. 
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Tab.13 “Education”: economic assessment L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame 

Legend  

 Critical performance respect to national level 

 Standard performance in line with national level 

 Good performance respect to national level 

 

 

“Attitude towards the pilot site”: i) Questionnaire survey 

The analysis of attitudes and perception towards the pilot site is based on a questionnaire 

survey administered to people resident in the municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins. The sample 

survey includes 151 respondents representing 2% of the population of the whole area. In order 

to have a representative sample of the whole population of the area, to each respondent is 

associated a number which represent the number of equivalent adults in the population with 

similar characteristics (age, gender). 

L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame are the two municipalities with the largest share 

of respondents in the sample (see tab. A1 in the appendix). In the remainder of this section we 

focus on these two municipalities separately, while we aggregate the answers of respondents 

living in the other municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins. 

In order to offer a picture of the residents’ perceptions about the role (past and future) of the 

site ex Péchiney/AFP, the survey explores different domains related to: i) residents’ idea of the 

most suitable sustainable development strategy for the whole area of the CC Pays d’Ecrins; ii) 

residents’ knowledge of the events (past and current) related with the site ex Péchiney/AFP; iii) 

negative economic impact experienced at personal level due to the site events; iv) perception of 

the consequences of a possible industrial re-launch of the site ex Péchiney/AFP in terms of: 

positive effects on local community, distribution of these benefits within the local community, 

Dimension: Material Conditions – Income and Wealth 

Indicators 
L’Argentière-La Bessée La Roche de Rame 

Current status Trend  Current status trend 

Share of adults with at least upper 

secondary school (BAC or more) 
 +  + 

Share of adults with lower 

secondary school or less (BEPC or 

less) 

 -  - 

Share of adults female with at least 

upper secondary school (BAC or 

more)   

 +  + 

Share of adults male with at least 

upper secondary school (BAC) or 

more 

 +  + 



 

Page | 24  

opportunity for young people of the local area; v) preference for a potential transformation of 

the site and values that the transformation process needs to prioritize.  

More specifically, as to the sustainable development strategy (see tab. 14), survey data show 

that just over a third of respondents (35 per cent), living in L’Argentière-La Bessée, La Roche de 

Rame or in other municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins, believe that the most suitable strategy 

should be based on “green” entrepreneurial activities enhancing the environment and the 

mountain landscape. For almost half of respondents residing in L’Argentière-La Bessée, 

sustainable development means handicraft activities enhancing local know-how and identity, 

while the remaining 10 per cent consider that a sustainable development strategy should focus 

on industrial activities employing local workforce. The preference of respondents living in La 

Roche de Rame are quite different, as the sustainable development is associated with industrial 

activities creating job opportunities for local workforce by 40.8 per cent of respondents, while 

only 15.5 per cent declare that sustainable development is associated with activities enhancing 

local identity. The preference of respondents living in other municipalities of the CC Pays 

d’Ecrins are similar to those ones of respondents residing in L’Argentière-La Bessée. 

In all the municipalities of the CC Pays d’Ecrins (including L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche 

de Rame), the largest share of respondents believe that citizens should guide the process of 

local development, while for one third of respondents the leading player should be politicians 

(see tab. 15).  

A remarkable result of the survey data is that more than half of respondents declare to know 

nothing about the past and current events related to the site ex Péchiney/AFP (see tab. 16). 

As to the economic effects caused by the previous site transformation, most respondents 

declare that they have not experienced any negative economic effect at personal level. 

However, for 26 per cent of respondents residing in La Roche de Rame the negative effects are 

still present at least partially. Interestingly, this share is larger compared to that one reported a 

L’Argentière-La Bessée (see tab. 17).  

This result can help to understand why for half of respondents living in La Roche de Rame the 

industrial/artisanal re-launch of the site ex Péchiney/AFP could represent an important 

opportunity for the local community (see tab. 18). However, the majority of respondents seem 

to be optimistic about the industrial/artisanal re-launch of the site, that could be a way to keep 

alive local community. A share of respondents ranging from 7.1 per cent (L’Argentière-La 

Bessée) to 10.3 (other municipalities) have no idea about the relevance and the possible effects 

of the industrial/artisanal re-launch of the site. These shares could be related to the limited 

knowledge of the events related to the site. That is, not knowing what the site represented in 

the past it is difficult to have an idea on what it will be in the future. Note that the largest share 

of pessimistic respondents is in L’Argentière-La Bessée, where 37.7 of respondents believe that 

the re-launch will represent a waste of money/resources or will be useless (see tab. 18). 

The most preferred transformation of the site is based on an intermediate scenario where the 

existing industrial and craft activities will coexist with new activities (see tab. 19). That is, 

respondents seem to be aware of the importance of the existing activities for the local 
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economy, therefore a possible transformation should support or not obstacle these activities. 

The estimated probability to choose the intermediate scenario is higher for not-retired 

respondents and for those perceiving the site as an important opportunity both for the local 

community and young people (see column 1 tab. A2). It is also interesting to note that the 

conservative scenario, with the pilot site representing the core of the activity of the area, is the 

less supported in L’Argentière-La Bessée. Furthermore, respondents recognizing the industrial 

site as the main opportunity for the local economy tend to have a lower estimated probability 

to opt for a radical transformation1, where the pilot site is replaced by different activities, i.e. 

green entrepreneurs activities, services center or new industries (see column 3 tab. A3 in 

appendix). In addition, the estimated probability to choose the radical scenario increases for 

respondent claiming that citizens should play a leading role in the definition of the sustainable 

development strategy (see column 3 tab A3 in appendix). 

As to the expected impact of site transformation, almost 91 per cent of respondents associate 

the selected scenario with positive effects on the local economy, while the effect on other 

domains (dwellings market value, tourism and environment quality) seem more uncertain, even 

if a majority declare that the effect will be positive (see tab. 20).  

The perception on the distribution of benefits associated with the site transformation is more 

optimistic within respondents in L’Argentière-La Bessée and from other municipalities, where 

almost 70 per cent believe that the entire community will benefit from the site transformation. 

Respondents living in La Roche de Rame are more skeptical about this fact, as 55 per cent 

consider that the benefits of the transformation will be more concentrated within residents in 

L’Argentière-La Bessée (see tab. 21). Lastly, the majority of respondents believe that 

industrial/artisanal re-launch of the site ex Péchiney/AFP represents an important opportunity 

for the young of the community (see tab. 22).  

Respondents in L’Argentière-La Bessée declare that the main value that the transformation 

process needs to prioritize is the environment protection, while respondents in La Roche de 

Rame and other municipalities believe that transformation should lead to the creation of new 

job opportunities (see tab. 23).  

 

When respondents are asked to decide on which site to invest (between the site in L’Argentière-

La Bessée and the site in La Roche de Rame) the share opting for the site in L’Argentière-La 

Bessée is always larger than the share preferring the site in La Roche de Rame, even among the 

respondents residing a La Roche de Rame. Interesting, the share of respondents who want to 

invest in the site in La Roche de Rame is zero within the respondents of the other municipalities 

(see tab. 24). The majority of respondents declare that this investment should focus on the 

installation of craft activities (tab. 25).  

 
1 The definition of radical is related to the fact that the site structure is completely revisited and not to a 

specific activity replacing the current ones. 
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Tab.14 Strategy for a sustainable development of the entire local area (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.15 Leading actor for the process of development of the entire local area (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.16 Knowledge of the (past/current) events related with the site ex Péchiney/AFP (survey 

year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

  

Range 
L'Argentière-la 

Bessée 
La Roche de 

Rame 

Other 
municipalities CC 

Pays d’Ecrins 

“Green” entrepreneurial activities 

enhancing the environment and 

the mountain landscape  

35.7 35.5 35.9 

Industrial/commercial activity 

employing local workforce 
10.3 40.8 11.7 

Handicraft activities enhancing 

local know-how and identity 
49.7 15.5 44.8 

Don’t know 4.3 8.2 7.6 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Range 
L'Argentière-la 

Bessée 
La Roche de 

Rame 

Other 
municipalities CC 

Pays d’Ecrins 

Politicians  30.8 32.5 29.2 

Entrepreneurs 5.8 10.2 5.2 

Citizens 37.3 51.5 51.0 

Professional associations 18.5 2.9 6.8 

Don’t know 7.6 2.9 7.8 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Range 
L'Argentière-la 

Bessée 
La Roche de 

Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

High level  8.2 18.4 2.7 

Medium level 17.4 13.2 19.7 

Low level 20.7 14.1 11.3 

Zero 53.7 54.2 66.3 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Tab.17 Negative economic impact at personal level of the previous transformation of the site ex 

Péchiney/AFP and persistence over time (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.18 Perception of a potential investment for the industrial/artisanal relaunch of the site ex 

Péchiney/AFP (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.19 Preference for the transformation of site ex Péchiney/AFP (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

Range 
L'Argentière-

la Bessée 
La Roche 
de Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays 
d’Ecrins 

No effect  62.5 53.9 67.3 

Some effects, but 

vanished 
18.9 20.1 21.7 

Some effects, still 

present (at least partially) 
18.6 26.0 11.0 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Range 
L'Argentière-la 

Bessée 
La Roche de 

Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Waste of money/resources  19.5 8.2 2.9 

Useless, nothing will change 18.2 25.0 13.9 

Important opportunity for 

local economy 
26.3 50.3 45.1 

The main way to keep 

residents on the territory 
28.9 6.9 27.8 

Don’t know 7.1 9.6 10.3 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Range 
L'Argentière-

la Bessée 
La Roche 
de Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays 
d’Ecrins 

Radical scenario  29.9 34.7 11.6 

Intermediate scenario 61.4 37.9 69.7 

Conservative scenario 6.9 27.4 14.2 

Don’t know 1.8 0.0 4.5 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Tab.20 Expected economic impact from the transformation of the site ex Péchiney/AFP (survey 

year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

  

Tab.21 Expected benefits and their distribution (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.22 Do local young people associate their professional future with the industrial/artisanal 

relaunch of the site ex Péchiney/AFP? (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

 

 

Range 
Local 

Economy 

Value of 

dwellings 

Tourism Environment 

quality 

Negative   0.5 7.8 1.9 4.9 

Positive 91.0 67.4 79.8 69.1 

No effect 1.6 17.8 16.6 19.7 

Don’t know 6.8 7.0 1.7 6.3 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Range 
L'Argentière-

la Bessée 
La Roche 
de Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays 
d’Ecrins 

Benefits for the entire 

community  
69.7 42.8 65.7 

Benefits only for a 

minority/elite 
22.6 55.2 26.3 

No effect for the local 

community 
5.1 1.9 4.5 

Don’t know 2.6 0.0 3.4 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Range 
L'Argentière-

la Bessée 
La Roche de 

Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays 
d’Ecrins 

Yes  61.3 57.4 73.7 

No 34.7 34.1 17.8 

Don’t know 4.0 11.1 8.5 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Tab.23 Values that the transformation process of the site ex Péchiney/AFP needs to be prioritize 

(survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.24 Choice of the site to re-launch (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Tab.25 Activities post-re-launch for the site chosen (survey year 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR survey (2019). 

 

Range 
L'Argentière-

la Bessée 
La Roche de 

Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays 
d’Ecrins 

Creation new job 

opportunities  
38.4 57.5 50.5 

Environment protection 47.0 30.3 30.3 

Preservation of local and 

cultural identity and history 
14.6 12.2 19.2 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Range 
L'Argentière-

la Bessée 
La Roche 
de Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays 
d’Ecrins 

L’Argentière-la Bessée  40.0 18.9 48.1 

La Roche de Rame 14.6 15.1 0.0 

Both 32.5 59.6 44.5 

No one 6.3 6.3 2.8 

Don’t know 6.6 0.0 4.6 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Range 
L'Argentière-

la Bessée 
La Roche 
de Rame 

Other 
municipalities 

CC Pays 
d’Ecrins 

Industrial activities  20.9 31.5 11.6 

Craft activities 65.4 42.5 66.2 

Services 7.5 26.0 15.0 

Don’t know 6.2 0.0 7.2 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Tab.26 “Attitudes towards pilot site”: economic assessment L’Argentière-La Bessée and La 

Roche de Rame 

Legend  

 Critical performance (less than 33 per cent of respondents) 

 Standard performance (from 33 per cent to 66 per cent of respondents) 

 Good performance (more than 66 per cent of respondents) 

 

“Attitude towards the pilot site”: ii) Visual choice experiment  

To investigate the preferences of people living in L’Argentière-La Bessée and in the surrounding 

area, we enrich the analysis by administrating a specific questionnaire where respondents are 

asked to indicate their preferred transformation/requalification project of the site ex 

Péchiney/AFP, by choosing among three alternative projects developed by students of the 

Technical University of Munich. In other words, different than in the survey questionnaires, 

based on phone interview, here the choice is based on a visual experiment where the alternative 

scenarios are illustrated by a photo rather than a discursive description (photo elicitation 

Indicators L'Argentière-la Bessée La Roche de Rame 
Other municipalities 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Knowledge of the (past/current) events 

related with the site ex Péchiney/AFP 

 
  

Negative economic impact at personal 

level and persistence over time 

 
  

Perception of a potential investment for 

the industrial/artisanal relaunch of the 

site ex Péchiney/AFP 

 

  

Expected impact of the site 

transformation on the local economy 

 
  

Expected impact of the site 

transformation on the dwellings market 

value 

 

  

Expected impact of the recovery site 

transformation on the tourism 

 
  

Expected impact of the site 

transformation on the environment  

 
  

Distribution of expected benefits    

Association between future of the local 

young people and the site future  
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approach). In the design of the visual choice experiment we have tried to keep a link between 

the scenario proposed in the survey with those one proposed in the visual choice experiment. 

More specifically: the first scenario represents an intermediate transformation with the industrial 

site that remains highly recognizable (fig. 11A). The aim of this project is to look for a more 

harmonic combination between the existing industrial structure and the local landscape. This 

scenario corresponds to the intermediate case of the survey questionnaire. The other two 

scenarios represent two radical transformations based on two alternative model of sustainable 

development. The former, which we label as “radical-green” is oriented towards a green 

transformation of the site aimed at creating a more sustainable city for the local community (fig. 

11B). The other radical transformation, that we label as “radical-tech”  proposes a with a 

completely new design of the site, with the new structure hosting a service center and a high-

tech industry campus in the future (fig. 11C). These two radical scenarios represent two different 

alternative of the radical scenario of the survey questionnaire, where the term radical is 

associated with the replacement of the existing site with new activities, that are not specified. In 

the visual choice experiment we do not propose the conservative scenario that it is the less 

preferred in the survey. 

Fig.11A Visual choice experiment – Photo 1: Intermediate scenario  

 

Source: UNIVR visual choice experiment (2019). 
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Fig.11B Visual choice experiment – Photo 2: Radical green scenario  

 

Source: UNIVR visual choice experiment (2019). 
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Fig.11C Visual choice experiment – Photo 3: Radical tech scenario  

 

Source: UNIVR visual choice experiment (2019). 

 

The interviewees sample includes 49 respondents with a 59.2 per cent living in L’Argentière-La 

Bessée. The percentage of male and female respondents are almost equal (51 per cent and 49 

per cent respectively), while the majority (61 per cent) is over 50 years old. The percentage of 

high-educated respondents having a university degree is 61 per cent . Within respondents living 

in L’Argentière-La Bessée the share of high-educated is 50 per cent, while within the 

respondents living in other municipalities the share rises to 75 per cent  

The preferences for the three alternative proposed scenarios are summarized in Table 27. 

Respondents from both L’Argentière-La Bessée and other municipalities seem to prefer the 

intermediate scenario, where the existing activities coexist with new activities, with the structure 

site still visilble. This result seems to be consistent with results from the survey questionnaire 

presented in the previous section (see tab.19). Respondents choosing this scenario seem to be 

aware of the importance of the existing activities for the local economy, therefore the 

intermediate scenario appears as the more realistic to be implemented and to give new impetus 

to the local economy. For respondents living in L’Argentière-La Bessée this choice is also 

motivated by the intrinsic meaning of the site itself, that is considered as a part of the history of 

the municipality. Therefore, they choose the scenario aimed at valorizing the site structure in a 

more harmonic way with the surrounding landscape.  
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One third of respondents (34.5 per cent) living in L’Argentière-La Bessée prefer the radical-

green scenario oriented towards a re-naturalization of the site area. This scenario, instead, is 

less chosen alternative by respondents residing in other municipalities. Lastly, the third scenario, 

proposing a radical transformation with focus on tourism activities and high-tech industry is the 

less chosen by respondents living in L’Argentière-La Bessée (24.1 per cent), while for more than 

one third (35.0 per cent) of respondents from other municipalities this is the most appropriate 

transformation, as tourism is perceived as the main resource for the local economy.  

Tables 28 summarizes the preferences for respondents living in L’Argentière-La Bessée, by 

distinguishing them by age (under versus over 50 years old), gender and education level (high-

educated with university degree versus low-educated with less than university degree). The 

preference for the intermediate scenario is stronger within the group of men (46.7 per cent) and 

high-educated respondents (53.3 per cent), while low educated seem to prefer the radical 

scenarios (35.7 per cent).  

Tab. 27 Choice of the alternative scenario by residence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNIVR visual choice experiment (2019). 

 

Tab.28 Choice of the alternative scenario by age, gender, education (respondents living in 

L’Argentière-la Bessée) 

Source: UNIVR visual choice experiment (2019). 

 

 

“Business context” 

For the analysis of the business environment of L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame 

we consider data on business demography from the Insee – Repertoire des entreprises et des 

etablissements (REE). More specifically, we investigate the composition of the business reality by 

Scenario 
L'Argentière-la 

Bessée 
Other municipalities  

Intermediate 41.4 40.0 

Radical-green 34.5 25.0 

Radical-tech 24.1 35.0 

Total 100.0 100.0 

Scenario 
Over 50 yrs 

old 
Under 50 yrs 

old  
Male Female 

High-
educated 

Low-
educated 

Intermediate 40.0 44.4 46.7 35.7 53.3 28.6 

Radical-green 35.0 33.3 33.3 35.7 33.3 35.7 

Radical-tech 25.0 22.2 20.0 28.6 13.3 35.7 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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sector of activity and we assess to what extent this composition is in line with the stock of new 

business created in 2018. Moreover, we report the trend in the creation of new business (total 

number with no distinctions by sectors) since 2009. 

As illustrated by fig. 12, in L’Argentière-La Bessée the largest share of businesses belong to 

service sector (to individuals and businesses). The allocation of businesses across sectors in 

L’Argentière-La Bessée is a faithful representation of the business world of the CC Pays d’Ecrins. 

In La Roche de Rame the sector with the highest incidence is the service one, however there is a 

high share of businesses working in the building sector, that appears consistent with the high 

employment rate in the secondary sector.  

The new businesses created in 2018 replicate the same allocation of the existing businesses 

stock, with more than half new businesses operating in the service sector (see fig. 13).  

Fig.12 Businesses by sector, 2017 

  

  Source: Insee, Répertoire des entreprise et des établissements (REE) – 2018. 

 

Fig.13 Businesses creation by sector in 2018 

 

   Source: Insee, Répertoire des entreprise et des établissements (REE) – 2018. 
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As to the evolution of the creation of new businesses, the pattern experienced in L’Argentière-

La Bessée and La Roche de Rame appears in line with the trend of the CC Pays d’Ecrins, with the 

creation of new individual business playing the lion’s share in driving the overall dynamic (see 

fig. 14).   

 

Fig.14 Trend in business creation (total number-all sector) since 2009.  

 
Source: Insee, Répertoire des entreprise et des établissements (REE) 

 

 

3 PART 2: PERFORMANCE OF THE AIL ASSESSMENT 

3.1 INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 

 

The economic assessment analysis aims at investigating the economic context of the local area 

surrounding the pilot site. We specifically focused on the municipality level. The economic 

assessment required the following steps: 

1. Data collection and analysis on the material conditions and education of the inhabitants 

of L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame. 

2. Data collection and analysis on the attitudes towards the site ex Péchiney/AFP. 

3. Data collection and analysis of the business world of both sites. 

 

We use mainly secondary data and some primary data collected by means of two surveys that 

we designed and implemented in both sites in November 2019. 
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3.2 ANALYSIS ELEMENTS REVIEW 

 

Level of analysis  

The macro element of analysis of the economic assessment is the current wellbeing in 

L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame. We believe this type of lens provides useful 

insights about a wide range of economic characteristics of the place that can support the 

decisions on the future of the site ex Péchiney/AFP.  

 

Analysis element  

Wellbeing is a multidimensional concept deserving a multidimensional measure. Therefore, 

assessing current wellbeing of a country/region/city/municipality requires looking not only at 

the functioning of the economy system but also at the diverse experiences and living conditions 

of people and households in order to assess how a community is doing. In recent years, 

concerns have emerged regarding the fact that macro-economic statistics, such as GDP, don’t 

provide a sufficiently detailed picture of the living conditions that ordinary people experience. 

However, there is no simple way of representing every aspect of wellbeing. The challenge is to 

make the dashboard small enough to be easily comprehensible, but large enough to summarize 

what we care about the most.  

 

In our approach to measuring and analyzing L’Argentière-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame 

current wellbeing we decided: 

➢ To put people (individuals and households) at the center of the assessment; 

➢ To focus on wellbeing outcomes, i.e. aspects of life that are directly and intrinsically 

important for people. 

➢ To consider the distribution of outcome across the population as an important feature 

shaping the wellbeing of societies (age, gender, education and income are considered); 

➢ To consider both objective and subjective data, recognizing that to understand 

people’s wellbeing you need to know both their objective circumstances and how they 

feel about their lives. 

 

According to these assumptions, we adopted the general framework developed by OECD for 

measuring wellbeing. Regarding current wellbeing, OECD has identified eleven topics as 

essential in terms of material conditions (housing, income, jobs) and quality of life (community, 

education, environment, governance, health, life satisfaction, safety and work-life balance). Each 

topic of wellbeing is currently measured by one to four indicators, which are averaged with 

equal weights. 
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In the definition and measurement of L’Argentiére-La Bessée and La Roche de Rame current 

wellbeing we focus on two main dimensions of the OECD framework, i.e. quality of life and 

material conditions. Then we added a new context-specific dimension labeled “attitudes 

towards pilot site”, that is useful to complement the overview of the local context and the 

industrial history. For each dimension, variations of the specific topics and related indicators 

depend on a number of different criteria such as data availability, relevance and data quality. 

In the economic-assessment report we present the housing material conditions and the 

description of the economic context of the pilot site. The dimension related with the quality of 

life and more information about the pilot site will be in-depth described in the Social 

assessment report.  

As for the “material conditions” dimension we consider the following topics and its indicators. 

 

“Income and wealth” 

This dimension is an essential component of the individuals’ wellbeing. Income and wealth 

expand people consumption possibilities, providing them with the resources to satisfy their 

needs. Moreover. wealth (real and financial) allows individuals to smooth consumption over 

time and to protect them from unexpected shocks that could lead to poverty and destitution. 

Income and wealth usually are associated with non-economic benefits, such as higher health 

status and education, higher life satisfaction and the possibility of living in safer and cleaner 

areas.  

 

For this topic, we use the following indicators: 

1. Total net disposable household income by range. This indicator is the sum of personal 

income received by each family member. It includes many monetary sources of income 

(labor, financial, real, social transfer) net of direct taxes and social security contributions 

paid by households. 

2. Share of households making ends meet with difficulty or great difficulty. Household ability 

to make ends meet is as self-defined current economic status. This subjective measure 

aims to assess the respondent’s feeling about the level of financial difficulty experienced 

by the household in making ends meet. 

3. Share of taxpayer by income classes. 

4. Average taxable income by category. This indicator is the ratio between the total amount 

of income in a given category and the number of taxpayers with that income. 

5. Share a person receiving a pension. This indicator is obtained as the ratio between the 

number of taxpayers receiving a pension and the total number of taxpayers. 

Warnings:  

It will be important that municipalities improve their capacity to generate high-quality data on: i) 

financial assets, that are critical to assess household material wellbeing; ii) income distribution, 

in order to estimate risk of poverty and vulnerability for different types of families.  
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“Jobs” 

The availability of jobs is relevant for wellbeing. Not only it increases people command over 

resources, but it also provides people with a chance to fulfill their own ambitions, to develop 

skills and abilities, to feel useful in the society and to build self-esteem. Empirical studies 

support evidence that societies with high levels of employment are also richer, more politically 

stable and healthier. The experience of unemployment is one of the factors that have the 

strongest negative impact on people subjective wellbeing, with effects that are much larger than 

the income loss associated with unemployment. There is also evidence that this impact persists 

over time and that psychological resilience to unemployment is low. 

We use the following indicators:  

1. Employment rate (total, men, women, young). It is the share of working age population 

(people aged over 15) who are currently employed in a paid job. This indicator measures 

the share of the labor demand that the economic system can absorb. 

2. Share of employed by Sector (I, II, III (commerce), III (public sector)). It is the share of 

employed person in a given sector of activity. 

3. Unemployment rate (total, men, women, young). It is the percentage of population (total, 

men, women, young) who are currently not working but are willing to do so and actively 

searching for jobs. This indicator is a measure of the excess of labor supply with respect 

to the demand expressed by the economic system. 

4. Activity rate (total, men, women). It is the percentage of the population (total . men . 

women) that constitutes the manpower supply of the labor market. 

Warnings: 

It will be important that municipalities enrich the set of indicators of the labor market health 

status, in order to better understand trends and opportunity for current unemployed people. 

It will be particularly useful to have data on the relevance of the phenomenon of young people 

not in education and not working (NEET). 

This will be useful to understand which transformation of the site could generate more positive 

effect in terms of employment opportunities.  

 

“Housing”   

Having an adequate accommodation is at the top of the hierarchy of human material needs. 

Housing is the largest component of many household’ expenditures and is central to people 

ability to meet basic needs. In addition, poor housing conditions can affect people health status 

(both mental and physical), family’s functioning (e.g. relations between household members and 

the development of children) and the conduct of basic social activities such as investing people 

at home.  

The indicators of housing conditions presented here refer to: 

1. Average number of rooms of occupied houses. 

2. Share of owner-occupied houses. It is the share of dwellings occupied by way of 

ownership. 
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3. Share of no-occupied houses. It is the share of unused dwellings. This indicator is a 

measure of the dwellings that are potentially available for housing purposes. 

4. Share of houses built before 1970.  

5. Share of houses built between 2006-2013.  

6. Housing tenure status. Share of accommodation by tenure status. 

7. Housing sale price. 

Warnings: 

It will be important that municipalities improve their capacity to generate high-quality data on: i) 

basic housing facilities; ii) tenant conditions. At the same time, it will be crucial to better 

investigate the phenomenon of the no-occupied houses in order to define proper policies 

related to the transformation process of the site.  

 

“Education”   

As for the education dimension, we decide to include this topic in the economic assessment, 

even if it is usually classified as a quality life dimension, because it provides important 

information on the quality of human capital. Education is a basic need and an important 

aspiration of people. It has a strong influence on their wellbeing. Better-educated individuals 

earn higher wage and have higher probability to have a job. At the level of the society as a 

whole, better education leads to higher GDP growth, higher tax revenues and lower social 

expenditures. 

The indicators of education outcomes presented here refer to: 

1. Share of adults with at least upper secondary school. It is the ratio between the adult 

population (over 15 years old) with upper secondary school (BAC) or university degree 

and the entire adult population.  

2. Share of adults with lower secondary school. It is the ratio between the adult population 

(over 15 years old) with lower secondary school (BEPC) or less and the entire adult 

population. 

3. Share of adults – by gender – with at least upper secondary school. It is the ratio between 

the adult population (over 15 years old) by gender, with upper secondary school (BAC) or 

university degree and the entire adult population.  

Warnings:  

It would be important to enrich the set of indicators with information on drop-out levels.  

 

“Attitudes towards the pilot site”   

The analysis of attitudes and perception towards the pilot site is crucial to understand what 

people expect from the site transformation and what are the drivers (in terms of knowledge and 

values) of these beliefs. At the same time, it is interesting to know the level of people knowledge 

of the site in order to understand: i) to what extent perceptions and beliefs are supported by the 

reality; ii) have an idea of the effort that politicians and decision-makers will have to support in 

order to make citizens participate in the site transformation process.  
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Lastly, to get a concrete idea of the citizens’ preferences regarding the site transformation we 

propose a visual choice experiment where respondents are asked to select their preferred 

scenario by choosing among three alternative proposal illustrated by a specific photo. 

For the econometric analysis we use the following control variables: 

1. Municipality: a dummy variable to distinguish if the respondent lives in L’Argentière-La 

Bessée. 

2. Gender of respondents. 

3. Age of respondents 

4. Education of respondents. 

5. Income of respondents. 

6. Retired: a dummy variable to distinguish if the respondent is retired. 

7. Negative effect. Dummy to identify respondents who have experiencing a negative shock 

at personal level from the reduction/end of the activities of the site ex Péchiney/AFP . 

8. Knowledge: dummy variable to check if respondent know something about the events 

related to the industrial site ex Péchiney/AFP . 

9. Satisfaction: dummy variable to control the level of self-satisfaction of respondent (high 

level vs low levels). 

10. Participation: dummy variable to identify whether the respondent participates to events 

related with local issues. 

11. Identity: dummy variable to check if respondent fells a citizen of the municipality or has 

a broader perception.  

12. Population role. Dummy variable to control whether respondents’ states that the local 

community should play a role in the decision process about the definition of the 

development strategy for the local area.  

13. Importance. Dummy variable to check the perception of respondent on the importance 

of the industrial re-launch of the site for the local community. 

14. Green preferences. Dummy variable to check if for respondent the site transformation 

should prioritize environment protection. 

15. Job preferences. Dummy variable to check if for respondent the site transformation 

should prioritize the creation of new job opportunities. 

16. Elitist benefits. Dummy variable to check if for respondent the benefit associated with the 

industrial/artisanal re-launch of the site in L’Argentière-La Bessée will be concentrated 

within a minority.  

17. Opportunity for young. Dummy variable to check if for respondent the benefit associated 

with the industrial/artis re-launch of the site in L’Argentière-La Bessée will represent an 

opportunity for young people. 

 

Warnings:  

It would be important to enrich the set of indicators with info on individuals’ source of 

economic information. It would be interesting to investigate how people obtain information 

related with economic events, in order to understand how to communicate facts of economic 

relevance to people of different education levels. 
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Furthermore, it will be interesting to have information about the degree of individuals’ risk 

aversion, in order to better understand their choice of the site transformation. 

 

“Business context” 

The analysis of the economic environment surrounding the population of both sites is crucial to 

understand how the potential impact of the alternative future scenarios, i.e. recovery or 

requalification, of the site ex Péchiney/AFP. To this regard we investigate the characteristics of 

the business world of both sites, in order to understand the composition of the productive 

sector and its recent dynamics. 

For this analysis we adopt these indicators: 

1. Total number of new businesses by year.  

2. Share of business by sector. It is the share between the number of registered business in 

a given sector and the total number of business.  

As for the activity sector, we consider the following classification:  

- Industry: Manifacturing activities, water supply and sanitation. 

- Building: Construction. 

- Commercial: trade, transport, services of accommodation and catering. 

- Service: information and communication services, professional scientific and technical 

activities, administrative and support services, both to business and private citizens.  

Warnings:  

It would be important to enrich the set of business indicators with info on local existing 

entrepreneurial activities within the pilot site. 

 

Table 30: Material condition dimension – indicators and data 

TOPICS INDICATORS YEAR Unit of 

analysis 

COMPARISONS SOURCE 

Income & 

wealth 

Total net disposable 

household income by 

range 

2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

survey 

Share of households 

making ends meet with 

difficulty or great 

difficulty 

2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

survey 

Share of taxpayer by 

income classes 
2010-

2017 
Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

Hautes Alpes (department) 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

(Region) 

France  

Ministère de 

l’Action et 

des 

Comptes 

Publics data.  

Average taxable income 

by category (labor 

income & pension) 
2010-

2017 
Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

Ministère de 

l’Action et 

des 

Comptes 

Publics data.  
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France 

Share a person 

receiving a pension 

2010-

2017 
Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

Ministère de 

l’Action et 

des 

Comptes 

Publics data. 

 

TOPICS INDICATORS YEAR Unit of analysis COMPARISONS SOURCE 

Jobs 

Employment rate 

(total, men, women, 

young) 

Census 

data 

2011-

2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Share of employed by 

Sector (I, II, III 

commerce, III public 

sector) 

Census 

data 

2011-

2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Unemployment rate 

(total, men, women, 

young) 

Census 

data 

2011-

2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Activity rate (total, 

men, women) 

Census 

data 

2011-

2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

 

 

TOPICS INDICATORS YEAR Unit of 

analysis 

COMPARISONS SOURCE 

Housing 

Share of owner-

occupied houses 

Census 

data 2011-

2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Share of no-occupied 

houses 

Census 

data 2011-

2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Share of houses built 

before 1970 

Census 

data 2016 
Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 
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Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

Share of houses built 

between 2006-2013 

Census 

data 2016 
Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Housing tenure 

status 
2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

survey 

Average number of  

rooms main houses 

Census 

data 2011-

2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Average sale prices 

for houses in Euro/m2 

October 

2018-June 

2019 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

Immobilier 

Statistiques.. 

 

 

TOPICS INDICATORS YEAR Unit of 

analysis 

COMPARISONS SOURCE 

Education 

Share of adults with at 

least upper secondary 

school (BAC or more) 

Census 

data 

2011-2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Share of adults with 

lower secondary school  

or less 

Census 

data 

2011-2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

Share of adults by 

gender, with at least 

upper secondary school 

(BAC or more) 

Census 

data 

2011-2016 

Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Hautes Alpes 

Provence Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

France 

INSEE, 

Recensement 

de la 

Population 

 

 

TOPICS INDICATORS YEAR Unit of analysis COMPARISONS SOURCE 

Attitudes 

towards 

the pilot 

site 

Knowledge of the 

(past/current) events 

related with the site ex 

Péchiney/AFP 

2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

Survey 

Negative economic 

impact at personal level 

and persistence over time 

2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

Survey 
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Perception of a potential 

investment for the 

industrial/artisanal 

relaunch of the site ex 

Péchiney/AFP 

2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

Survey 

Expected impact of the 

site transformation on the 

local economy, dwellings 

market value, tourism, 

environment 

2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

Survey 

Distribution of potential 

expected benefits 2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

Survey 

Association between 

future of the local young 

people and the site future 

2019 Municipality 

L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

UNIVR 

Survey 

 

TOPICS INDICATORS YEAR/PERIOD Unit of 

analysis 

COMPARISONS SOURCE 

Business 

context:  

Evolution of 

new created 

business by 

year  

2009-2018 Municipality 

 L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Insee, 

Répertoire des 

entreprise et 

des 

établissements 

Share of 

business by 

sector 

2017-2018 Municipality 

 L’Argentière-La Bessée 

La Roche de Rame 

CC Pays d’Ecrins 

Insee, 

Répertoire des 

entreprise et 

des 

établissements 

3.3 PERFORMANCE CONCLUSION  

 

Which elements of the method were found crucial based on the results of the assessment? 

Differently than the previous pilot site in this assessment we put more emphasis in the analysis 

of people preferences regarding the site transformations. We believe that this is a useful 

exercise that should be implemented in all participation processes. In particular, to have a more 

concrete idea of people preferences, we decide to propose a visual choice experiment where 

respondents are asked to select a specific transformation scenario of the pilot site, by choosing 

among three alternative scenarios illustrated by a representative imagine.  

This exercise is complementary to survey questionnaire where we try to investigate people 

preferences and to link these to respondents’ characteristics.  

 

What modifications of the method will be considered for future assessments of AIL? 

The modification of some questionnaire questions in order to understand i) the respondents’ 

sources of economic information, and ii) their degree of risk aversion. In this way, indeed, it will 

be possible to have a more comprehensive picture of their preferences and to identify the most 

suitable way to communicate people economic fact.  
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4 PART 3: FEEDBACK OF THE REGIONAL PARTNER 

 

Do you find the results useful and which ones? 

There is in this report a very complete panel of both factual socio economic situation elements 

and prospective data on people expectations (from the survey). This will be, I thing very useful 

(directly usefull) for concertation process and decision making on what to do with the 

brownfield potentials. 

The visual survey was a very good thing, and seems to work very well, in order to express 

different main types of ideas and expectations for the development of brownfields and the city 

more broadly, also to get people’s general expectations about living in the valley. 

Have you learned something about the site that you did not know before? What was it? 

Yes, see my answer to the previous question. 

Will you be able to use any of the results and how? 

For concertation and project approach with decision makers 

Will you be able to take any additional actions based on the assessment results . what are they? 

Feedback meeting with population/stakeholders about surveys results. 

Which analysis elements are more useful (look at the spreadsheet 3.2 and appendix results)?  

Feeling about employment /business situation, wellbeing, environment, sustained development. 

Opinions, expectations and proposal on the future of the brownfield site / city (survey) 

Level of participation/involvement of residents in public life 

Any suggestions to make this assessment method better? 

Maybe, in introduction, some more long historical spoted data to show socio economic 

conditions at the time just after the closure of the big industrial activities. To show what kind of 

evolutions have followed after the closure impacts.  

And also what kinds of political decisions (land planning, development plan, implantation of 

new secondary industrial plots…) have been taken by the community after industrial fall down, 

also e.g. list of prospective studies and projects that have been launched (successfully or not). 

This is maybe a topic to enhance in a special chapter This subject has not really been dealt in 

our previous assessment reports with specifically. It will be of interest to compare that for each 4 

pilot sites. To be linked to the policy analysis report. 
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5 APPENDIX 

5.1 APPENDIX A 

 

Tab. A1 The survey sample 

 

 

Municipality 

 

(1) 

 

Population 

(census 

year 2016) 

(2) 

 

Number 

survey 

respondents  

(3) 

Weighted 

number of 

survey 

respondents 

(4) 

 

% in the  

weighted 

sample  

(4)/(1) 

 

% of the 

total 

population 

(4)/(2) 

L’Argentière-La-

Bessée 
2293 42 41 0,27 0,02 

La Roche de Rame 827 25 31 0,20 0,04 

Vallouise - Pelvoux 1230 34 27 0,18 0,02 

St Martin de 

Queyrières 
1127 18 24 0,16 0,02 

Les Vigneaux 535 12 10 0,07 0,02 

Puy Saint Vincent 284 5 3 0,02 0,01 

Freissinières 208 9 10 0,06 0,05 

Champcella 185 6 4 0,03 0,02 

 6689 151 151 1 0.02 
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Tab.A2 attitudes towards pilot site 

  Preference for 

intermediate scenario 

(1) 

Preference for 

conservative scenario 

(2) 

Preference for 

radical scenario 

(3) VARIABLES 

        

Municipality 0.0334 -0.115 0.0806 

 
(0.0832) (0.0936) (0.0704) 

Age -0.00185 -0.000521 0.00516 

 
(0.00442) (0.00407) (0.00462) 

Gender -0.0562 -0.0508 0.0999 

 
(0.0877) (0.0831) (0.0791) 

Education 0.0401 -0.0164 -0.0345 

 
(0.0499) (0.0435) (0.0527) 

Income -6.52e-05 2.72e-05 2.35e-05 

 (4.27e-05) (3.62e-05) (3.65e-05) 

Retired -0.220* 0.147 -0.0168 

 (0.126) (0.122) (0.113) 

Negative effect -0.0916 0.0724 0.0845 

 
(0.0822) (0.0767) (0.0816) 

Knowledge -0.107 0.0948 -0.0158 

 
(0.0916) (0.0790) (0.0844) 

Satisfaction -0.0877 -0.0426 0.197** 

 
(0.0889) (0.0820) (0.0893) 

Participation 0.122 -0.0892 -0.0188 

 
(0.0967) (0.0892) (0.0917) 

Identity 0.122 0.0356 -0.121 

 
(0.0884) (0.0799) (0.0841) 

Population role -0.356*** 0.134 0.205** 

 
(0.100) (0.0894) (0.0888) 

Importance 0.342*** -0.128 -0.200** 

 
(0.0943) (0.0904) (0.0826) 

Green preference  -0.106 -0.0242 0.0331 

 
(0.136) (0.121) (0.107) 

Job preference 0.0514 -0.0103 -0.131 

 (0.122) (0.104) (0.113) 

Elitist benefits distribution -0.0488 0.0189 0.0685 

 (0.0974) (0.0879) (0.0812) 

Opportunity for young 0.227** 0.0165 -0.204** 

 (0.105) (0.0956) (0.0815) 

    
Observations 86 86 86 

Standard errors in parentheses 

*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1  
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The survey questionnaire 

 

Bonjour, 

 

Je vous appelle pour une enquête sur le site des friches industrielles (ex Péchiney / AFP - 

Aciéries et Fonderies de Provence) de L'Argentière-La Bessée 

  

L'Union Européenne finance une étude sur la transformation des friches industrielles dans les 

vallées Alpines. Cette étude s’intitule "Alpine Landscapes Industrial Transformation".  

Cinq pays européens participent à cette étude (Allemagne, Autriche, France, Italie et Slovénie). 

 

Le site des friches industrielles de L'Argentière-La Bessée a été choisi comme site pilote pour la 

partie française de cette étude. Le travail sur ce site se fait en lien avec la Communauté des 

Communes du Pays des Écrins et la commune de L'Argentière-La Bessée. 

 

L’étude trAILs comprend, pour chacun des 4 sites pilotes européens, une enquête socio-

économique qui cherche à connaître les opinions des citoyens sur les périodes industrielles et 

post industrielles de leurs communautés.  

Cette partie de la recherche est gérée par l'Université de Vérone, en Italie. 

 

Je suis un intervieweur du projet trAILs.  

 

Est-ce que je peux vous poser quelques questions? 

Merci d’avance 

 

Commune de résidence : 

1. Champcella 

2. Freissinières 

3. L’Argentière-La-Bessée 

4. La Roche de Rame 

5. Les Vigneaux 

6. Puy Saint Vincent 

7. St Martin de Queyrières 

8. Vallouise - Pelvoux 

 

 

Année de naissance 

|_|_|_|_|  

 

 

Sexe 

1. Masculin 

2. Féminin 

  

http://www.cc-paysdesecrins.com/spip.php?article31
http://www.cc-paysdesecrins.com/spip.php?article30
http://www.cc-paysdesecrins.com/spip.php?article29
http://www.cc-paysdesecrins.com/spip.php?article32
http://www.cc-paysdesecrins.com/spip.php?article34
http://www.cc-paysdesecrins.com/spip.php?article28
http://www.cc-paysdesecrins.com/spip.php?article33
http://www.cc-paysdesecrins.com/spip.php?article27
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A. Questions d’ouverture 

 

D1. Selon vous, le développement durable de votre territoire devrait être orienté vers des : [Une 

seule réponse] 

1. Activités entrepreneuriales "vertes" qui valorisent l’environnement et le paysage de la 

montagne 

2. Activités industrielles/commerciales qui occupent une main d’œuvre locale 

3. Activités artisanales qui valorisent le savoir-faire et les identités locales 

4. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/Ne rèponds pas) 

D2. Dans le processus de développement local, il y a plusieurs acteurs du territoire engagés. Qui 

devrait, selon vous, avoir le rôle de guide ? [Une seule réponse]:  

1. Les élus et les décideurs politiques 

2. Les entrepreneurs 

3. Les citoyens 

4. Les associations professionnelles 

5. Autre (prèciser) 

6. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/Ne rèponds pas) 

 

B. Perceptions de la friche ex Péchiney / AFP de L’Argentière-La-Bessée 

 

 

Parlons maintenant du site ex Péchiney / AFP di L’Argentière-La-Bessée au sujet duquel nous 

voudrions connaitre votre avis. Ce site a eu une longue histoire industrielle, notamment dans 

l’aluminium, l’électrométallurgie, le calcium et la fonderie mais, au cours des dernières années, ces 

activités ont pris fin.  

 

D3. Pouvez-vous nous donner deux adjectifs auxquels vous pensez quand vous voyez la friche 

ex Péchiney / ex AFP de L’Argentière-La-Bessée : 

1. _____________________ 

2. _____________________ 

 

D4. Avez-vous connaissance des questions liées à la friche ex Péchiney / AFP? 

[Une seule réponse] 

 

1. Tout à fait 

2. Plutôt 

3. Plutôt pas 

4. Pas du tout 

5. (NE LIS PAS! Ne réponds pas) 
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D4.1. (Si D4= 1. Tout à fait, Plutôt ou Plutôt pas), quel est l’élément principal que vous avez 

retenu ? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

D5. Estimez-vous que la disparition des activités industrielles du site ex Péchiney / AFP ait eu 

des effets négatifs sur votre niveau de vie ? [Une seule réponse] 

1. Oui, et ces effets sont encore présents, au moins en partie 

2. Oui, mais ces effets ont désormais passé 

3. Aucun effet 

4. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas, ne réponds pas) 

 

 

D6. Selon vous, investir en général dans la relance de l’activité industrielle ou artisanale sur le 

site ex Péchiney / AFP est : [Une seule réponse] 

1. Un gaspillage d'argent/ressources 

2. Une opportunité importante pour l'économie locale 

3. La principale façon de maintenir des habitants sur le territoire 

4. Une obstination inutile, rien ne changera jamais 

5. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas, ne réponds pas) 

 

 

D7. Pensez-vous que les citoyens doivent participer aux décisions concernant la transformation 

du site ex Péchiney / AFP : [Une seule réponse] 

1. Oui, je pense que les citoyens devraient être impliqués 

2. Non, c'est à mon avis une question qui ne touche que les propriétaires du site industriel, 

les experts et les responsables politiques locaux 

3. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas, ne réponds pas) 

 

 

D8. Dans l’absolu, quel type de transformation aimeriez-vous voir advenir sur le site des friches 

de L'Argentière-La Bessée (ex Pechiney/ ex FAP) ? 

1. Un scénario radical dans lequel toutes les activités industrielles ou artisanales 

disparaitraient au profit de nouvelles fonctions (par exemple du logement, des espaces 

publics et équipements publics, des espaces naturels …) 

2. Un scénario intermédiaire, dans lequel les activités industrielles ou artisanales 

coexisteraient avec de nouvelles fonctions 

3. Un scénario de conservation dans lequel le site aujourd’hui en friches continuerait à être 

un lieu essentiellement dédié aux activités industrielles ou artisanales 

4. (NE LIS PAS ! Ne sait pas, ne rèponds pas) 
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D9. Quels effets pourrait avoir le scénario que vous nous avez indiqué sur :  

[Une seule réponse par ligne] 

 

 Positif Négatif Pas d’effets (NE LIS 

PAS ! Ne 

sait pas/ne 

rèponds 

pas) 

a. L’économie et l’emploi local 1 2 3 4 

b. Les relations sociales entre les 

habitants de la communauté 

1 2 3 4 

c. La qualité de l'environnement 1 2 3 4 

d. Le Tourisme/le patrimoine culturel 1 2 3 4 

e. La valeur des maisons et du 

foncier 

1 2 3 4 

 

 

D10. En cas de transformation possible de l’ancien site Péchiney /AFP, quel ordre d’importance 

attribuez-vous aux aspects suivants (ordonner de 1 à 3) ? 

1. Création de nouveaux emplois 

2. Protection de l'environnement 

3. Préservation de l'identité locale (et de l'histoire locale) et du patrimoine historique et culturel 

de la communauté 

 

 

D11. Pensez- vous qu’une transformation de l'ancien site Péchiney / AFP apporterait :  

[Une seule réponse] 

 

1. Des avantages économiques pour toute la communauté 

2. Des avantages économiques seulement pour quelques-uns 

3. Aucun avantage économique pour les habitants de la région 

4. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas / ne répond pas) 

 

 

D12. Pensez-vous que les jeunes de votre communauté de communes voient la relance 

d’activités industrielles ou artisanales sur le site des friches ex Péchiney / AFP commune une 

opportunité pour leur avenir professionnel? 

1. Oui 

2. Non 

3. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne répond pas) 
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Parlons maintenant du site MG Industrie La Planet à La Roche de Rame.  

 

D13. Si vous aviez à choisir parmi les deux sites de friches, lequel vous paraîtrait le plus propice 

à une relance des activités économiques : 

1. Le site de friches de l’Argentière-la Bessée  

2. Le site de friches de la Roche de Rame 

3. Les deux  

4. Aucune de deux 

5. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne rèpond pas) 

 

D13.1 Quelles sont les activités que vous souhaiteriez y voir s’installer en priorité :  

[Une seule réponse] 

1. Activités industrielles 

2. Activités artisanales 

3. Services 

4. (NE LIS PAS! ne sait pas/ne rèpond pas) 

 

 

 

 

C. Cohésion sociale et qualité de la vie 

 

Je souhaiterais maintenant vous poser quelques questions sur votre vie quotidienne dans votre 

commune. 

D14. En général, êtes-vous satisfaits de la vie que vous menez actuellement ? 

1. Très satisfait 

2. Assez satisfait 

3. Insatisfait 

4. Peu satisfait 

5. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne répond pas) 

 

D15. Etes-vous d'accord ou en désaccord avec les phrases suivantes ?  

1. Je me sens sûr quand je marche seul(e) la nuit dans ma commune 

2. Dans ma commune je ressens la présence de tensions entre des groupes sociaux 

particuliers 

3. Les institutions politiques nationales jouissent de ma confiance 

4. Je me sens marginalisé par la communauté 

5. Les institutions politiques locales jouissent de ma confiance 

6. La plupart des habitants de ma commune me semble digne de confiance 

7. Je me sens proche des gens du lieu où je vis, avec qui je partage des normes et des 

valeurs. 
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1. Entièrement d'accord 

2. Tout à fait d'accord 

3. Pas d’accord 

4. Je ne suis pas du tout d'accord. 

5. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne répond pas) 

 

D16. A combien d'associations êtes-vous inscrits ? (valeur entière minime=0) 

[__] 

 999= (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne rèpond pas) 

 

D17. Avez-vous voté aux dernières élections municipales ?  

1. Oui 

2. Non 

3. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne rèpond pas) 

 

 

D18. Au cours des 12 derniers mois, avez-vous participé à des événements publics qui ont traité 

de problèmes sur votre commune ? 

1. Oui 

2. Non, je ne suis pas intéressé. 

3. Non, rien n’a été organisé. 

4. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne rèpond pas) 

 

 

D19. Sur combien de personnes pouvez-vous compter en cas de besoins particuliers (pour un 

soutien affectif, pour s’occuper de vos enfants, pour emprunter des outils ou autres objets, pour 

des problèmes d'argent, etc.)? (valeur entière minime=0)  

[__] 

999=(NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne rèpond pas) 

 

D20. (si 19>0) Combien parmi ces personnes sont aussi vos voisins? (Valeur entière minime=0, 

valeur max<=val(D19) 

[__] 

999= (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne rèpond pas) 

 

D21. Vous vous sentez avant tout :  

1. Citoyen de votre commune 

2. Citoyen de votre communauté de communes 

3. Citoyen de la Région SUD Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur 

4. Français 

5. Européen 

6. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne répond pas) 
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D. Profil du répondant 

 

Le questionnaire touche à sa fin. Si vous en êtes d’accord, je vais vous poser quelques dernières 

questions sur votre situation personnelle.  

 

D22. Êtes-vous citoyen français ? 

1. Oui 

2. Non 

3. (NE LIS PAS! Ne réponds) 

 

 

D23. Depuis combien d’années résidez-vous dans votre commune? [__]  

 

D24. Quel est le dernier diplôme scolaire que vous avez obtenu ? 

1. ISCED 1: Enseignement primaire 

2. ISCED 2: Collège  

3. ISCED 3: Lycée 

4. ISCED 6: Niveau licence ou équivalent 

5. ISCED 7: Niveau master ou équivalent 

6. ISCED 8: Niveau doctorat ou équivalent 

 

D25. Quel est votre statut professionnel actuel ? 

1. Père / mère au foyer 

2. Étudiant/e 

3. À la recherche d'un premier emploi 

4. Demandeur d’emploi 

5. Demandeur d’emploi en reconversion professionnelle  

6. Inapte au travail 

7. Salarié du secteur privé 

8. Salarié de la fonction publique 

9. Travailleur indépendant 

10. Retraité 

 

D26. Pouvez-vous me dire quel chiffre était le plus proche du revenu net mensuel total de votre 

foyer en 2018 

1. Plus de 5 000 euros 

2. De 3 000 à 5 000 euros 

3. 2 000 à 3 000 euros 

4. 1 000 à 2 000 euros 

5. Moins de 1 000 euros 

6. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ne répond pas) 
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D27. Au niveau financier, diriez-vous que votre foyer atteint les fins de mois... 

1. Avec beaucoup de difficultés 

2. Avec quelques difficultés 

3. Avec peu de difficultés 

4. Sans difficultés 

5. (NE LIS PAS! Ne sait pas/ ne répond pas) 

 

D28. Concernant le logement où vous vivez, vous êtes : 

1. En location ou sous-location 

2. Propriétaire 

3. Autre  

4. (NE LIS PAS! Ne répond pas) 

 

 

Merci pour votre 

collaboration ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


